
Holy Week at Home 

The liturgies of Holy Week are the culmination of the church year. They lead us through Jesus's 
journey to the cross, his passion, death and resurrection. Holy Week has been compared to a 
cascading waterfall that we pass through each year; we are overwhelmed by its intensity and the 
depth and power of the waters. It is even more overwhelming this year, when many of us 
remember this week at home, away from the guidance and solidarity of our church communities.  

Worshipping at home will mean different things for different people; the activities and prayers I 
suggest here are meant to connect us back to the Biblical story as well as the Holy Week liturgies 
that we are familiar with. Whenever possible, I encourage you to join the St. Andrew's community 
in prayer. If you are able, join the Zoom services for Palm Sunday, Compline on Wednesday, and 
Good Friday. 

For each day, I’ve created a one-page devotion with prayers, readings from scripture, and places to 
reflect for each day. I invite you to share these prayers with your household, or call a friend or 
fellow member of the St. Andrew's community, or pray them on your own. Each day you will Read 
scripture, Reflect on the story, and Respond with prayers. The scripture passages printed here are 
taken from the New Revised Standard Version. You may look them up in your own Bibles as well.  

Below I will offer some of my own reflections on Holy Week this year. You may choose to read 
along each day at the Reflect portion of the devotional, or you may read them all at once, or you 
may simply use the devotional for each day. I offer those extended reflections for those who need, 
like me, something to grasp onto this year.  

What is Holy Week? 

What is Holy Week? When we think of Holy Week, we often think of the extra church services and 
activities that are not “normal” for church. We may think of marching into our church waving 
palms on Palm Sunday, or have fond memories of a performance of a passion Gospel (remember, 
when the crowd shouts “crucify him?”). We also may think of our feet being washed or washing 
another’s feet on Maundy Thursday. Some may remember stripping the altar, or reverencing the 
cross, and the somber Good Friday liturgy. Finally, there is the joyful retelling of our faith story at 
the Easter Vigil and the joyful celebration of Easter Sunday! It is a full, full, full week.  

However, this year we are tasked with observing this week, the culmination of the church year, 
without the benefit of the Liturgy to do the work for us. Instead, we have to push further; past our 
treasured traditions and symbols, and look deeply at what Holy Week commemorates: The 
Passion, Death, and Resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ.  

How might we do this?  

First, we will attend to the story. In the lectionary this year, we read the Gospel of Mark. We will 
ask you to read the entire Passion narrative, Mark 14:1—15:47, on Palm Sunday either during the 
church service or on your own. Then, each day of the week, we will visit a portion of the story of 
the days leading up to Jesus’s arrest, culminating the Passion for the Gospel according to John on 



Good Friday. Holy Saturday we read Jesus being laid in the tomb; Easter Sunday we discover the 
tomb is empty, and our savior is Risen. 

Sometimes it is said that Episcopalians let the Liturgy do the work for them; I admit I am certainly 
guilty of this sentiment. Without our services, we will have to be more intentional about how we 
reflect on the story each day. For me, this meant writing out these reflections. For you it may mean 
discussing the Bible reading with a friend, reading it several times through, doing your own 
journaling, or simply sitting quietly and reflecting. To aid in this work, I’ve included a reflection 
question for each day for you to consider, alongside my own reflections. 

For Palm Sunday, Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, Holy Saturday, and for the Easter Vigil, the Book 
of Common Prayer provides liturgies that may be a comfort to read through beginning on page 
270. 

For Children, I will include a special reflection question below for each day! At the end of the 
packet, there is also a Holy Week Nature Walk, which you can do any day this week with your 
family as a way to kickstart conversation about some of the images in scripture we see this week! 

Pray especially for those who are alone and isolated from church or from their loved ones. Reach 
out to those members of our family who you may have lost touch with, or with whom you have not 
spoken. We all have experienced the pain of isolation in this past year. May our pain draw us 
closer to the Passion of our Lord, who takes on all our pain, and may we also share in his 
resurrection. Amen. 



Holy Week at Home St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church

Palm Sunday 

 

Read & Reflect: Mark 14:1—15:47  

A period of silence may follow. 

Respond  

Prayers may be offered for ourselves and others. 

The Lord’s Prayer 
The Collect of the Day: 
Almighty and everliving God, in your tender love for the human race you sent your Son our 
Savior Jesus Christ to take upon him our nature, and to suffer death upon the cross, giving us the 
example of his great humility: Mercifully grant that we may walk in the way of his suffering, and 
also share in his resurrection; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

In the Morning 

From Psalm 51  
Open my lips, O Lord, * 
   and my mouth shall proclaim your praise. 
Create in me a clean heart, O God, * 
   and renew a right spirit within me.  
Cast me not away from your presence * 
   and take not your holy Spirit from me.  
Give me the joy of your saving help again * 
   and sustain me with your bountiful Spirit. 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the 
Holy Spirit: * 
   as it was in the beginning, is now, and  
   will be for ever. Amen.

In the Evening 

O gracious Light,  
pure brightness of the everliving Father in 
heaven, O Jesus Christ, holy and blessed! 

Now as we come to the setting of the sun,  
and our eyes behold the vesper light,  
we sing your praises O God: Father, Son, and  
   Holy Spirit. 

You are worthy at all times to be praised by 
   happy voices,  
O Son of God, O Giver of life,  
and to be glorified through all the worlds. 

Evening 
Lord Jesus, stay with us, for evening is at 
hand and the day is past; be our companion 
in the way, kindle our hearts, and awaken 
hope, that we may know you as you are 
revealed in Scripture and the breaking of 
bread. Grant this for the sake of your love. 
Amen.

Morning 
Lord God, almighty and everlasting Father, you 
have brought us in safety to this new day: 
Preserve us with your mighty power, that we 
may not fall into sin, nor be overcome by 
adversity; and in all we do, direct us to the 
fulfilling of your purpose; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 

                 
                  

               

Join us for our Palm Sunday Zoom service at 10:30 AM. If you are unable to join, consider 
setting aside half an hour to pray using the form below, and reading the Passion Narrative 
according to St. Mark, reading the reflection on the next page, and responding with prayer.

https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=483111614


Palm Sunday 

Read: Mark 14:1—15:47 The Passion of our Lord Jesus Christ According to Mark 

Reflect: 

Palm Sunday reflects a massive shift. in one service, we go from welcoming our redeemer King 
with the waving of palms and music, to shouting “Crucify him” as we hear the reading of the 
Passion Gospel and take on the words of the crowds.  

Often our own faith reflects the Palm Sunday Liturgy; we celebrate Christ on Sundays, and by the 
time we get to Monday morning we use the Lord’s name to curse all that stands in our way. We 
love to be nice Christians, but it is a lot harder to be disciples. It is hard to take up our own crosses 
as Jesus asks us to do in the Gospels, and harder still to follow him. The twelve spent three years 
following Jesus and learning to be his disciples, but we see them quickly abandon Jesus and scatter 
when he is arrested; Peter even denies Christ three times.  

If our lives are a long exercise in learning how to follow Jesus, what then does the last year teach 
us? Were we been faithful disciples when we could no longer go to church on Sunday? Or did we, 
like the twelve, scatter? The story of Jesus is not one of a normal king; it is the story of a King who 
saves us by his own sacrifice; with his own life. This is not “nice Christianity.” It is hard. It is hard to 
look at, hard to hear, and even harder to see in our own lives. 

How have I followed Jesus this past year? 
For Children: Have you ever let down a friend, or have you ever been hurt by one of your friends? 
How did that feel? How might you offer forgiveness or ask for forgiveness? 

https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=483111614
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Monday in Holy Week  
 

Read & Reflect: John 12:1-11 

A period of silence may follow. 

Prayers may be offered for ourselves and others. 

Respond 

The Lord’s Prayer 
The Collect of the Day: 
Almighty God, whose most dear Son went not up to joy but first he suffered pain, and entered not 
into glory before he was crucified: Mercifully grant that we, walking in the way of the cross, may 
find it none other than the way of life and peace; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

In the Morning 

From Psalm 51  
Open my lips, O Lord, * 
   and my mouth shall proclaim your praise. 
Create in me a clean heart, O God, * 
   and renew a right spirit within me.  
Cast me not away from your presence * 
   and take not your holy Spirit from me.  
Give me the joy of your saving help again * 
   and sustain me with your bountiful Spirit. 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the 
Holy Spirit: * 
   as it was in the beginning, is now, and  
   will be for ever. Amen.

In the Evening 

O gracious Light,  
pure brightness of the everliving Father in 
heaven, O Jesus Christ, holy and blessed! 

Now as we come to the setting of the sun,  
and our eyes behold the vesper light,  
we sing your praises O God: Father, Son, and  
   Holy Spirit. 

You are worthy at all times to be praised by 
   happy voices,  
O Son of God, O Giver of life,  
and to be glorified through all the worlds. 

Evening 
Lord Jesus, stay with us, for evening is at 
hand and the day is past; be our companion 
in the way, kindle our hearts, and awaken 
hope, that we may know you as you are 
revealed in Scripture and the breaking of 
bread. Grant this for the sake of your love. 
Amen.

Morning 
Lord God, almighty and everlasting Father, you 
have brought us in safety to this new day: 
Preserve us with your mighty power, that we 
may not fall into sin, nor be overcome by 
adversity; and in all we do, direct us to the 
fulfilling of your purpose; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 



Monday in Holy Week 

Read: John 12:1-11 

Six days before the Passover Jesus came to Bethany, the home of Lazarus, whom he had 
raised from the dead. There they gave a dinner for him. Martha served, and Lazarus was 
one of those at the table with him. Mary took a pound of costly perfume made of pure 
nard, anointed Jesus’ feet, and wiped them with her hair. The house was filled with the 
fragrance of the perfume. But Judas Iscariot, one of his disciples (the one who was about to 
betray him), said, “Why was this perfume not sold for three hundred denarii and the money 
given to the poor?” (He said this not because he cared about the poor, but because he was 
a thief; he kept the common purse and used to steal what was put into it.) Jesus said, 
“Leave her alone. She bought it so that she might keep it for the day of my burial. You 
always have the poor with you, but you do not always have me.” When the great crowd of 
the Jews learned that he was there, they came not only because of Jesus but also to see 
Lazarus, whom he had raised from the dead. So the chief priests planned to put Lazarus to 
death as well, since it was on account of him that many of the Jews were deserting and 
were believing in Jesus.  

Reflect 

Our observance of Holy Week can often feel and seem costly; just like Mary’s act of devotion. 
However, it can also be seen as an act of abundance. We spend this time and lavish our attention 
upon Christ as we commemorate his passion. For some of us, that meant going to church three, 
four, five, six, or more times in Holy Week. For other Christians around the world, it means fasting, 
prayer vigils, and pilgrimages. Our Holy Week traditions came from some of these early Christians, 
who traveled to Jerusalem and literally walked in the steps of Jesus during his last days. Those 
pilgrims brought home the “stops” they took and re-created them as Stations of the Cross. These 
and our other Holy Week traditions are rich with meaning and symbol.  

This year, we frame the question differently: What is the cost?  What is the cost of gathering 
together, and risking our common health? What is the cost of pandemic precautions? When is it 
too much? 

There is never too high a cost to worship our Lord. There is no expense we can spare; there is only 
abundance when we put our attention and trust and power and money and pour it all out at the 
feet of Jesus. However, the picture is complicated when we remember the poor in this story; what 
do we do about that line? That sits uncomfortably with us. Does Jesus really mean for us to forget 
the poor? 

No, certainly not. Jesus came to be among the poor, the meek, the broken-hearted. Jesus came for 
the sick, not the healthy. We cannot throw out our concerns with how we spend our time, how we 
organize our worship, whether or not we will be safe. We may feel that the pandemic, the risks, 
will always be with us; but we have to find ways to follow Jesus. We have to look to him as a 
source of abundant life; not just to come to him when we feel scarce. 

How can we respond to God’s offer of abundant life? 
For Children: Where do we see Jesus in the lives of others? 
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Tuesday in Holy Week 
 

Read & Reflect: John 12:20-36 

A period of silence may follow. 

Prayers may be offered for ourselves and others. 

Respond 

The Lord’s Prayer 
The Collect of the Day: 
O God, by the passion of your blessed Son you made an instrument of shameful death to be for 
us the means of life: Grant us so to glory in the cross of Christ, that we may gladly suffer shame 
and loss for the sake of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

In the Morning 

From Psalm 51  
Open my lips, O Lord, * 
   and my mouth shall proclaim your praise. 
Create in me a clean heart, O God, * 
   and renew a right spirit within me.  
Cast me not away from your presence * 
   and take not your holy Spirit from me.  
Give me the joy of your saving help again * 
   and sustain me with your bountiful Spirit. 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the 
Holy Spirit: * 
   as it was in the beginning, is now, and  
   will be for ever. Amen.

In the Evening 

O gracious Light,  
pure brightness of the everliving Father in 
heaven, O Jesus Christ, holy and blessed! 

Now as we come to the setting of the sun,  
and our eyes behold the vesper light,  
we sing your praises O God: Father, Son, and  
   Holy Spirit. 

You are worthy at all times to be praised by 
   happy voices,  
O Son of God, O Giver of life,  
and to be glorified through all the worlds. 

Evening 
Lord Jesus, stay with us, for evening is at 
hand and the day is past; be our companion 
in the way, kindle our hearts, and awaken 
hope, that we may know you as you are 
revealed in Scripture and the breaking of 
bread. Grant this for the sake of your love. 
Amen.

Morning 
Lord God, almighty and everlasting Father, you 
have brought us in safety to this new day: 
Preserve us with your mighty power, that we 
may not fall into sin, nor be overcome by 
adversity; and in all we do, direct us to the 
fulfilling of your purpose; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 



Tuesday in Holy Week 

Read: John 12:20-36 

Now among those who went up to worship at the festival were some Greeks. They came to 
Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and said to him, “Sir, we wish to see Jesus.” 
Philip went and told Andrew; then Andrew and Philip went and told Jesus. Jesus answered 
them, “The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. Very truly, I tell you, unless a 
grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains just a single grain; but if it dies, it 
bears much fruit. Those who love their life lose it, and those who hate their life in this 
world will keep it for eternal life. Whoever serves me must follow me, and where I am, 
there will my servant be also. Whoever serves me, the Father will honor.  
 
“Now my soul is troubled. And what should I say—‘Father, save me from this hour’? No, it 
is for this reason that I have come to this hour. Father, glorify your name.” Then a voice 
came from heaven, “I have glorified it, and I will glorify it again.” The crowd standing there 
heard it and said that it was thunder. Others said, “An angel has spoken to him.” Jesus 
answered, “This voice has come for your sake, not for mine. Now is the judgment of this 
world; now the ruler of this world will be driven out. And I, when I am lifted up from the 
earth, will draw all people to myself.” He said this to indicate the kind of death he was to 
die. The crowd answered him, “We have heard from the law that the Messiah remains 
forever. How can you say that the Son of Man must be lifted up? Who is this Son of Man?” 
Jesus said to them, “The light is with you for a little longer. Walk while you have the light, 
so that the darkness may not overtake you. If you walk in the darkness, you do not know 
where you are going. While you have the light, believe in the light, so that you may 
become children of light.” After Jesus had said this, he departed and hid from them.  

Reflect 

Today we read from John, a passage we read on the Fifth Sunday of Lent, just nine days ago. We 
may be saying the same phrase as the Greeks: Sir, we wish to see Jesus. 

Sir, we wish to see Jesus. 

Yesterday we asked our children where they see Jesus, after we examined our own proclivity to 
examine the costs before living into abundance. Today, we approach Jesus from another angle; we 
see Jesus wrestling with his call to the cross; explaining to the disciples how he must die, and 
hinting that he will soon go away from them.  

It is hard to embrace God’s abundance when we don’t experience God face-to-face like the 
disciples did. For those early believers in this story, for Peter and the apostles after Jesus’ death, and 
even for the first to find the empty tomb: seeing was believing.  

Ours is a difficult spiritual task, but by no means impossible. Together in our community, we tell 
each other stories of where we see the Risen Lord walking ahead of us and alongside us. 

Where have you seen Jesus this year? 
For Children: How can we follow Jesus? 
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Wednesday in Holy Week   

 

Read & Reflect: John 13:21-32 

A period of silence may follow. 

Prayers may be offered for ourselves and others. 

Respond 

The Lord’s Prayer 
The Collect of the Day: 
Lord God, whose blessed Son our Savior gave his body to be whipped and his face to be spit 
upon: Give us grace to accept joyfully the sufferings of the present time, confident of the glory 
that shall be revealed; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

In the Morning 

From Psalm 51  
Open my lips, O Lord, * 
   and my mouth shall proclaim your praise. 
Create in me a clean heart, O God, * 
   and renew a right spirit within me.  
Cast me not away from your presence * 
   and take not your holy Spirit from me.  
Give me the joy of your saving help again * 
   and sustain me with your bountiful Spirit. 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the 
Holy Spirit: * 
   as it was in the beginning, is now, and  
   will be for ever. Amen.

In the Evening 

O gracious Light,  
pure brightness of the everliving Father in 
heaven, O Jesus Christ, holy and blessed! 

Now as we come to the setting of the sun,  
and our eyes behold the vesper light,  
we sing your praises O God: Father, Son, and  
   Holy Spirit. 

You are worthy at all times to be praised by 
   happy voices,  
O Son of God, O Giver of life,  
and to be glorified through all the worlds. 

Evening 
Lord Jesus, stay with us, for evening is at 
hand and the day is past; be our companion 
in the way, kindle our hearts, and awaken 
hope, that we may know you as you are 
revealed in Scripture and the breaking of 
bread. Grant this for the sake of your love. 
Amen.

Morning 
Lord God, almighty and everlasting Father, you 
have brought us in safety to this new day: 
Preserve us with your mighty power, that we 
may not fall into sin, nor be overcome by 
adversity; and in all we do, direct us to the 
fulfilling of your purpose; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 

Join us for our weekly Compline Zoom service at 7:00. If you are unable to join, consider 
setting aside some time to Read, Reflect, and Respond using the form below.



Wednesday in Holy Week 

Read: John 13:21-32 

After saying this Jesus was troubled in spirit, and declared, “Very truly, I tell you, one of you 
will betray me.” The disciples looked at one another, uncertain of whom he was speaking. 
One of his disciples—the one whom Jesus loved—was reclining next to him; Simon Peter 
therefore motioned to him to ask Jesus of whom he was speaking. So while reclining next 
to Jesus, he asked him, “Lord, who is it?” Jesus answered, “It is the one to whom I give this 
piece of bread when I have dipped it in the dish.” So when he had dipped the piece of 
bread, he gave it to Judas son of Simon Iscariot. After he received the piece of bread, Satan 
entered into him. Jesus said to him, “Do quickly what you are going to do.” Now no one at 
the table knew why he said this to him. Some thought that, because Judas had the common 
purse, Jesus was telling him, “Buy what we need for the festival”; or, that he should give 
something to the poor. So, after receiving the piece of bread, he immediately went out. 
And it was night.  
 
When he had gone out, Jesus said, “Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and God has 
been glorified in him. If God has been glorified in him, God will also glorify him in himself 
and will glorify him at once. 

Reflect 

Things are beginning to happen. Judas gets up from the table to go, Jesus is being cryptic. Jesus is 
about to be glorified. The disciples do not yet know that means he will be crucified. Perhaps they 
thought he was going to be crowned; or that he was going to give a big speech, or that God’s self 
would be with them. Little did they know God was already sitting with them, sharing bread and 
wine. 

Our expectations of Jesus today are not so much different than the disciples. We look to him as a 
judge, or a father figure, or a hero. Yet Jesus defines himself as a servant, as a friend, as the stranger. 
We think following Jesus is nice, or that it makes us feel good. Yet often the disciples were lost, or 
told to “pick up their crosses and follow him.” 

In this reading, we know what to expect. We know what comes next in the story, and we’ve spent 
these past days preparing our hearts to be broken open. We must pray for the strength to pay close 
attention to who this Jesus really is, and what he has done on our behalf. 

Where have I fallen short this year?  
For Children: How does Jesus want me to treat my friends? What does it mean to love someone? 
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Maundy Thursday   
 

Read & Reflect: John 13:1-17,31b-35 

A period of silence may follow. 

Prayers may be offered for ourselves and others. 

Respond 

The Lord’s Prayer 
The Collect of the Day: 
Almighty Father, whose dear Son, on the night before he suffered, instituted the Sacrament of his 
Body and Blood: Mercifully grant that we may receive it thankfully in remembrance of Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who in these holy mysteries gives us a pledge of eternal life; and who now lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

In the Morning 

From Psalm 51  
Open my lips, O Lord, * 
   and my mouth shall proclaim your praise. 
Create in me a clean heart, O God, * 
   and renew a right spirit within me.  
Cast me not away from your presence * 
   and take not your holy Spirit from me.  
Give me the joy of your saving help again * 
   and sustain me with your bountiful Spirit. 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the 
Holy Spirit: * 
   as it was in the beginning, is now, and  
   will be for ever. Amen.

In the Evening 

O gracious Light,  
pure brightness of the everliving Father in 
heaven, O Jesus Christ, holy and blessed! 

Now as we come to the setting of the sun,  
and our eyes behold the vesper light,  
we sing your praises O God: Father, Son, and  
   Holy Spirit. 

You are worthy at all times to be praised by 
   happy voices,  
O Son of God, O Giver of life,  
and to be glorified through all the worlds. 

Evening 
Lord Jesus, stay with us, for evening is at 
hand and the day is past; be our companion 
in the way, kindle our hearts, and awaken 
hope, that we may know you as you are 
revealed in Scripture and the breaking of 
bread. Grant this for the sake of your love. 
Amen.

Morning 
Lord God, almighty and everlasting Father, you 
have brought us in safety to this new day: 
Preserve us with your mighty power, that we 
may not fall into sin, nor be overcome by 
adversity; and in all we do, direct us to the 
fulfilling of your purpose; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 



Maundy Thursday 

Read: John 13:1-17,31b-35 

Now before the festival of the Passover, Jesus knew that his hour had come to depart from 
this world and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in the world, he loved 
them to the end. The devil had already put it into the heart of Judas son of Simon Iscariot to 
betray him. And during supper Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into his 
hands, and that he had come from God and was going to God, got up from the table, took 
off his outer robe, and tied a towel around himself. Then he poured water into a basin and 
began to wash the disciples’ feet and to wipe them with the towel that was tied around 
him. He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, “Lord, are you going to wash my feet?” 
Jesus answered, “You do not know now what I am doing, but later you will understand.” 
Peter said to him, “You will never wash my feet.” Jesus answered, “Unless I wash you, you 
have no share with me.” Simon Peter said to him, “Lord, not my feet only but also my 
hands and my head!” Jesus said to him, “One who has bathed does not need to wash, 
except for the feet, but is entirely clean. And you are clean, though not all of you.” For he 
knew who was to betray him; for this reason he said, “Not all of you are clean.” After he 
had washed their feet, had put on his robe, and had returned to the table, he said to them, 
“Do you know what I have done to you? You call me Teacher and Lord—and you are right, 
for that is what I am. So if I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought 
to wash one another’s feet. For I have set you an example, that you also should do as I have 
done to you. Very truly, I tell you, servants are not greater than their master, nor are 
messengers greater than the one who sent them. If you know these things, you are blessed 
if you do them.  
 
When he had gone out, Jesus said, “Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and God has 
been glorified in him. If God has been glorified in him, God will also glorify him in himself 
and will glorify him at once. Little children, I am with you only a little longer. You will look 
for me; and as I said to the Jews so now I say to you, ‘Where I am going, you cannot come.’ 
I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have loved you, you 
also should love one another. By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you 
have love for one another.” 

Reflect 

Maundy Thursday is rich with imagery. It shows us Jesus serving his disciples. In some ways, it is a 
feast honoring Last Supper itself. It ends in silence, with the stripping of the altar and with vigils.  

Peter, one of the most outspoken characters in the drama, insists: you will never wash my feet. 

Jesus says “unless I wash you, you have no share with me.” He is clear. We are not subjects of 
God, or his servants; God comes among us and serves us, that we may serve each other with equal 
reverence and treat each other as Jesus treats us. 

What does it mean to wash someone else’s feet? 
For Children: How do we help our neighbors? 
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Good Friday  

 

Read & Reflect: John 18:1—19:42 

A period of silence may follow. 

Prayers may be offered for ourselves and others. 

Respond 

The Lord’s Prayer 
The Collect of the Day: 
Almighty God, we pray you graciously to behold this your family, for whom our Lord Jesus Christ 
was willing to be betrayed, and given into the hands of sinners, and to suffer death upon the 
cross; who now lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

In the Morning 

From Psalm 51  
Open my lips, O Lord, * 
   and my mouth shall proclaim your praise. 
Create in me a clean heart, O God, * 
   and renew a right spirit within me.  
Cast me not away from your presence * 
   and take not your holy Spirit from me.  
Give me the joy of your saving help again * 
   and sustain me with your bountiful Spirit. 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the 
Holy Spirit: * 
   as it was in the beginning, is now, and  
   will be for ever. Amen.

In the Evening 

O gracious Light,  
pure brightness of the everliving Father in 
heaven, O Jesus Christ, holy and blessed! 

Now as we come to the setting of the sun,  
and our eyes behold the vesper light,  
we sing your praises O God: Father, Son, and  
   Holy Spirit. 

You are worthy at all times to be praised by 
   happy voices,  
O Son of God, O Giver of life,  
and to be glorified through all the worlds. 

Evening 
Lord Jesus, stay with us, for evening is at 
hand and the day is past; be our companion 
in the way, kindle our hearts, and awaken 
hope, that we may know you as you are 
revealed in Scripture and the breaking of 
bread. Grant this for the sake of your love. 
Amen.

Morning 
Lord God, almighty and everlasting Father, you 
have brought us in safety to this new day: 
Preserve us with your mighty power, that we 
may not fall into sin, nor be overcome by 
adversity; and in all we do, direct us to the 
fulfilling of your purpose; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 

                 
               

Join us for our Good Friday Zoom service at 7:00 PM with special guest Katerina Whitley If 
you are unable to join, consider setting aside some time in your day to Read, Reflect, and 
Respond using the form below.



Good Friday 

Read: John 18:1–19:42 The Passion of our Lord Jesus Christ According to John 

After Jesus had spoken these words, he went out with his disciples across the Kidron valley 
to a place where there was a garden, which he and his disciples entered. Now Judas, who 
betrayed him, also knew the place, because Jesus often met there with his disciples. So Judas 
brought a detachment of soldiers together with police from the chief priests and the 
Pharisees, and they came there with lanterns and torches and weapons. Then Jesus, knowing 
all that was to happen to him, came forward and asked them, “Whom are you looking for?” 
They answered, “Jesus of Nazareth.” Jesus replied, “I am he.” Judas, who betrayed him, was 
standing with them. When Jesus said to them, “I am he,” they stepped back and fell to the 
ground. Again he asked them, “Whom are you looking for?” And they said, “Jesus of 
Nazareth.” Jesus answered, “I told you that I am he. So if you are looking for me, let these 
men go.” This was to fulfill the word that he had spoken, “I did not lose a single one of those 
whom you gave me.” Then Simon Peter, who had a sword, drew it, struck the high priest’s 
slave, and cut off his right ear. The slave’s name was Malchus. Jesus said to Peter, “Put your 
sword back into its sheath. Am I not to drink the cup that the Father has given me?” So the 
soldiers, their officer, and the Jewish police arrested Jesus and bound him.  

First they took him to Annas, who was the father-in-law of Caiaphas, the high priest that year. 
Caiaphas was the one who had advised the Jews that it was better to have one person die for 
the people. Simon Peter and another disciple followed Jesus. Since that disciple was known 
to the high priest, he went with Jesus into the courtyard of the high priest, but Peter was 
standing outside at the gate. So the other disciple, who was known to the high priest, went 
out, spoke to the woman who guarded the gate, and brought Peter in. The woman said to 
Peter, “You are not also one of this man’s disciples, are you?” He said, “I am not.” Now the 
slaves and the police had made a charcoal fire because it was cold, and they were standing 
around it and warming themselves. Peter also was standing with them and warming himself. 
Then the high priest questioned Jesus about his disciples and about his teaching. Jesus 
answered, “I have spoken openly to the world; I have always taught in synagogues and in the 
temple, where all the Jews come together. I have said nothing in secret. Why do you ask me? 
Ask those who heard what I said to them; they know what I said.” When he had said this, 
one of the police standing nearby struck Jesus on the face, saying, “Is that how you answer 
the high priest?” Jesus answered, “If I have spoken wrongly, testify to the wrong. But if I have 
spoken rightly, why do you strike me?” Then Annas sent him bound to Caiaphas the high 
priest. Now Simon Peter was standing and warming himself. They asked him, “You are not 
also one of his disciples, are you?” He denied it and said, “I am not.” One of the slaves of 
the high priest, a relative of the man whose ear Peter had cut off, asked, “Did I not see you in 
the garden with him?” Again Peter denied it, and at that moment the cock crowed.  

Then they took Jesus from Caiaphas to Pilate’s headquarters. It was early in the morning. 
They themselves did not enter the headquarters, so as to avoid ritual defilement and to be 
able to eat the Passover. So Pilate went out to them and said, “What accusation do you bring 
against this man?” They answered, “If this man were not a criminal, we would not have 
handed him over to you.” Pilate said to them, “Take him yourselves and judge him according 
to your law.” The Jews replied, “We are not permitted to put anyone to death.” (This was to 
fulfill what Jesus had said when he indicated the kind of death he was to die.) Then Pilate 
entered the headquarters again, summoned Jesus, and asked him, “Are you the King of the 



Jews?” Jesus answered, “Do you ask this on your own, or did others tell you about me?” 
Pilate replied, “I am not a Jew, am I? Your own nation and the chief priests have handed you 
over to me. What have you done?” Jesus answered, “My kingdom is not from this world. If 
my kingdom were from this world, my followers would be fighting to keep me from being 
handed over to the Jews. But as it is, my kingdom is not from here.” Pilate asked him, “So 
you are a king?” Jesus answered, “You say that I am a king. For this I was born, and for this I 
came into the world, to testify to the truth. Everyone who belongs to the truth listens to my 
voice.” Pilate asked him, “What is truth?” After he had said this, he went out to the Jews 
again and told them, “I find no case against him. But you have a custom that I release 
someone for you at the Passover. Do you want me to release for you the King of the Jews?” 
They shouted in reply, “Not this man, but Barabbas!” Now Barabbas was a bandit.  

Then Pilate took Jesus and had him flogged. And the soldiers wove a crown of thorns and 
put it on his head, and they dressed him in a purple robe. They kept coming up to him, 
saying, “Hail, King of the Jews!” and striking him on the face. Pilate went out again and said 
to them, “Look, I am bringing him out to you to let you know that I find no case against 
him.” So Jesus came out, wearing the crown of thorns and the purple robe. Pilate said to 
them, “Here is the man!” When the chief priests and the police saw him, they shouted, 
“Crucify him! Crucify him!” Pilate said to them, “Take him yourselves and crucify him; I find 
no case against him.” The Jews answered him, “We have a law, and according to that law he 
ought to die because he has claimed to be the Son of God.” Now when Pilate heard this, he 
was more afraid than ever. He entered his headquarters again and asked Jesus, “Where are 
you from?” But Jesus gave him no answer. Pilate therefore said to him, “Do you refuse to 
speak to me? Do you not know that I have power to release you, and power to crucify you?” 
Jesus answered him, “You would have no power over me unless it had been given you from 
above; therefore the one who handed me over to you is guilty of a greater sin.” From then on 
Pilate tried to release him, but the Jews cried out, “If you release this man, you are no friend 
of the emperor. Everyone who claims to be a king sets himself against the emperor.” When 
Pilate heard these words, he brought Jesus outside and sat on the judge’s bench at a place 
called The Stone Pavement, or in Hebrew Gabbatha. Now it was the day of Preparation for 
the Passover; and it was about noon. He said to the Jews, “Here is your King!” They cried 
out, “Away with him! Away with him! Crucify him!” Pilate asked them, “Shall I crucify your 
King?” The chief priests answered, “We have no king but the emperor.”  

Then he handed him over to them to be crucified. So they took Jesus; and carrying the cross 
by himself, he went out to what is called The Place of the Skull, which in Hebrew is called 
Golgotha. There they crucified him, and with him two others, one on either side, with Jesus 
between them.  

Pilate also had an inscription written and put on the cross. It read, “Jesus of Nazareth, the 
King of the Jews.” Many of the Jews read this inscription, because the place where Jesus was 
crucified was near the city; and it was written in Hebrew, in Latin, and in Greek. Then the 
chief priests of the Jews said to Pilate, “Do not write, ‘The King of the Jews,’ but, ‘This man 
said, I am King of the Jews.’” Pilate answered, “What I have written I have written.” When 
the soldiers had crucified Jesus, they took his clothes and divided them into four parts, one 
for each soldier. They also took his tunic; now the tunic was seamless, woven in one piece 
from the top. So they said to one another, “Let us not tear it, but cast lots for it to see who 
will get it.” This was to fulfill what the scripture says, “They divided my clothes among 
themselves, and for my clothing they cast lots.” And that is what the soldiers did. Meanwhile, 
standing near the cross of Jesus were his mother, and his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of 



Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. When Jesus saw his mother and the disciple whom he loved 
standing beside her, he said to his mother, “Woman, here is your son.” Then he said to the 
disciple, “Here is your mother.” And from that hour the disciple took her into his own home. 
After this, when Jesus knew that all was now finished, he said (in order to fulfill the 
scripture), “I am thirsty.” A jar full of sour wine was standing there. So they put a sponge full 
of the wine on a branch of hyssop and held it to his mouth. When Jesus had received the 
wine, he said, “It is finished.” Then he bowed his head and gave up his spirit.  

Since it was the day of Preparation, the Jews did not want the bodies left on the cross during 
the sabbath, especially because that sabbath was a day of great solemnity. So they asked 
Pilate to have the legs of the crucified men broken and the bodies removed. Then the 
soldiers came and broke the legs of the first and of the other who had been crucified with 
him. But when they came to Jesus and saw that he was already dead, they did not break his 
legs. Instead, one of the soldiers pierced his side with a spear, and at once blood and water 
came out. (He who saw this has testified so that you also may believe. His testimony is true, 
and he knows that he tells the truth.) These things occurred so that the scripture might be 
fulfilled, “None of his bones shall be broken.” And again another passage of scripture says, 
“They will look on the one whom they have pierced.”  

After these things, Joseph of Arimathea, who was a disciple of Jesus, though a secret one 
because of his fear of the Jews, asked Pilate to let him take away the body of Jesus. Pilate 
gave him permission; so he came and removed his body. Nicodemus, who had at first come 
to Jesus by night, also came, bringing a mixture of myrrh and aloes, weighing about a 
hundred pounds. They took the body of Jesus and wrapped it with the spices in linen cloths, 
according to the burial custom of the Jews. Now there was a garden in the place where he 
was crucified, and in the garden there was a new tomb in which no one had ever been laid. 
And so, because it was the Jewish day of Preparation, and the tomb was nearby, they laid 
Jesus there.  

Reflect 

The Triduum is a name for the services of Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, and the Easter Vigil. 
Good Friday is the second day, the painful center of the Triduum. Much like the drama of our lives 
plays out over time, and is too much to consider all at once, so too the drama of Jesus’s betrayal, 
arrest, trial, torture, and death. On Good Friday, we read the gospel passage called “the Passion” 
again. We enter church in silence, continuing the work of Maundy Thursday and ending without 
dismissal or blessing. We then return to church for the Great Vigil on Saturday. 

The liturgy is designed to make space too mourn. Some Christians honor Jesus by doing Stations of 
the Cross; others by adoration of the cross. This year, we have to find our own ways to keep this 
day solemn. Read the passion story above. Say the solemn collects (BCP 277-280) with your 
prayers or with your household. Spend some time in silence, away from your phone and your TV. 
Join St. Andrew’s for our online service. 
 
Good Friday is hard, and so is the story of the passion. Be gentle with yourself as you go about this 
day. Listen to the thoughts and feelings that may come up, and offer them up to God. 

There are no reflection questions for this day; consider using one of the prayer practices above. 



Holy Week at Home St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church

Holy Saturday  

Join us tomorrow for Easter Sunday tomorrow at 10:30 AM on Zoom. 

Read & Reflect: John 19:38-42 

A period of silence may follow. 

Prayers may be offered for ourselves and others. 

Respond 

The Lord’s Prayer 
The Collect of the Day: 
O God, Creator of heaven and earth: Grant that, as the crucified body of your dear Son was laid 
in the tomb and rested on this holy Sabbath, so we may await with him the coming of the third 
day, and rise with him to newness of life; who now lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

In the Morning 

From Psalm 51  
Open my lips, O Lord, * 
   and my mouth shall proclaim your praise. 
Create in me a clean heart, O God, * 
   and renew a right spirit within me.  
Cast me not away from your presence * 
   and take not your holy Spirit from me.  
Give me the joy of your saving help again * 
   and sustain me with your bountiful Spirit. 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the 
Holy Spirit: * 
   as it was in the beginning, is now, and  
   will be for ever. Amen.

In the Evening 

O gracious Light,  
pure brightness of the everliving Father in 
heaven, O Jesus Christ, holy and blessed! 

Now as we come to the setting of the sun,  
and our eyes behold the vesper light,  
we sing your praises O God: Father, Son, and  
   Holy Spirit. 

You are worthy at all times to be praised by 
   happy voices,  
O Son of God, O Giver of life,  
and to be glorified through all the worlds. 

Evening 
Lord Jesus, stay with us, for evening is at 
hand and the day is past; be our companion 
in the way, kindle our hearts, and awaken 
hope, that we may know you as you are 
revealed in Scripture and the breaking of 
bread. Grant this for the sake of your love. 
Amen.

Morning 
Lord God, almighty and everlasting Father, you 
have brought us in safety to this new day: 
Preserve us with your mighty power, that we 
may not fall into sin, nor be overcome by 
adversity; and in all we do, direct us to the 
fulfilling of your purpose; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 



Holy Saturday 

Read: John 19:38-42 

After these things, Joseph of Arimathea, who was a disciple of Jesus, though a secret one 
because of his fear of the Jews, asked Pilate to let him take away the body of Jesus. Pilate 
gave him permission; so he came and removed his body. Nicodemus, who had at first 
come to Jesus by night, also came, bringing a mixture of myrrh and aloes, weighing about 
a hundred pounds. They took the body of Jesus and wrapped it with the spices in linen 
cloths, according to the burial custom of the Jews. Now there was a garden in the place 
where he was crucified, and in the garden there was a new tomb in which no one had ever 
been laid. And so, because it was the Jewish day of Preparation, and the tomb was nearby, 
they laid Jesus there.  

Reflect 

The Holy Saturday liturgy is not glamorous, not elaborate, nothing special. There is no Eucharist, 
there are no choirs of angels. A disciple of Jesus does what needed to be done; he ransoms the 
body of Jesus, and brings him to a tomb. They prepare his body for burial. They mourn. They are 
silent. They leave him in the tomb. 

So too is Holy Saturday at church. We come, we do what needs to be done on Easter Sunday, and 
we pause and hear this gospel, remembering that Holy Saturday is indeed a day of mourning, a 
silent day, a fast day. It is not a lengthy funeral service, but a recognition of the time between Good 
Friday and Easter Sunday. It marks the meantime. 

This year may have felt a lot like Holy Saturday. We have been anticipating Easter Sunday since, it 
seems, last Easter, and it may still feel like it hasn’t come. 

How have we marked the meantime? 
For Children: What do you do when do you don’t get what you want right away? How can you 
practice patience? 



This resource was put together by the Reverend Kerri Clark and The Reverend Jess Felici and is free 
for congregational use.
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