
Holy Week at Home St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church

Monday in Holy Week  
 

Read & Reflect: John 12:1-11 

A period of silence may follow. 

Prayers may be offered for ourselves and others. 

Respond 

The Lord’s Prayer 
The Collect of the Day: 
Almighty God, whose most dear Son went not up to joy but first he suffered pain, and entered not 
into glory before he was crucified: Mercifully grant that we, walking in the way of the cross, may 
find it none other than the way of life and peace; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

In the Morning 

From Psalm 51  
Open my lips, O Lord, * 
   and my mouth shall proclaim your praise. 
Create in me a clean heart, O God, * 
   and renew a right spirit within me.  
Cast me not away from your presence * 
   and take not your holy Spirit from me.  
Give me the joy of your saving help again * 
   and sustain me with your bountiful Spirit. 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the 
Holy Spirit: * 
   as it was in the beginning, is now, and  
   will be for ever. Amen.

In the Evening 

O gracious Light,  
pure brightness of the everliving Father in 
heaven, O Jesus Christ, holy and blessed! 

Now as we come to the setting of the sun,  
and our eyes behold the vesper light,  
we sing your praises O God: Father, Son, and  
   Holy Spirit. 

You are worthy at all times to be praised by 
   happy voices,  
O Son of God, O Giver of life,  
and to be glorified through all the worlds. 

Evening 
Lord Jesus, stay with us, for evening is at 
hand and the day is past; be our companion 
in the way, kindle our hearts, and awaken 
hope, that we may know you as you are 
revealed in Scripture and the breaking of 
bread. Grant this for the sake of your love. 
Amen.

Morning 
Lord God, almighty and everlasting Father, you 
have brought us in safety to this new day: 
Preserve us with your mighty power, that we 
may not fall into sin, nor be overcome by 
adversity; and in all we do, direct us to the 
fulfilling of your purpose; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 



Monday in Holy Week 

Read: John 12:1-11 

Six days before the Passover Jesus came to Bethany, the home of Lazarus, whom he had 
raised from the dead. There they gave a dinner for him. Martha served, and Lazarus was 
one of those at the table with him. Mary took a pound of costly perfume made of pure 
nard, anointed Jesus’ feet, and wiped them with her hair. The house was filled with the 
fragrance of the perfume. But Judas Iscariot, one of his disciples (the one who was about to 
betray him), said, “Why was this perfume not sold for three hundred denarii and the money 
given to the poor?” (He said this not because he cared about the poor, but because he was 
a thief; he kept the common purse and used to steal what was put into it.) Jesus said, 
“Leave her alone. She bought it so that she might keep it for the day of my burial. You 
always have the poor with you, but you do not always have me.” When the great crowd of 
the Jews learned that he was there, they came not only because of Jesus but also to see 
Lazarus, whom he had raised from the dead. So the chief priests planned to put Lazarus to 
death as well, since it was on account of him that many of the Jews were deserting and 
were believing in Jesus.  

Reflect 

Our observance of Holy Week can often feel and seem costly; just like Mary’s act of devotion. 
However, it can also be seen as an act of abundance. We spend this time and lavish our attention 
upon Christ as we commemorate his passion. For some of us, that meant going to church three, 
four, five, six, or more times in Holy Week. For other Christians around the world, it means fasting, 
prayer vigils, and pilgrimages. Our Holy Week traditions came from some of these early Christians, 
who traveled to Jerusalem and literally walked in the steps of Jesus during his last days. Those 
pilgrims brought home the “stops” they took and re-created them as Stations of the Cross. These 
and our other Holy Week traditions are rich with meaning and symbol.  

This year, we frame the question differently: What is the cost?  What is the cost of gathering 
together, and risking our common health? What is the cost of pandemic precautions? When is it 
too much? 

There is never too high a cost to worship our Lord. There is no expense we can spare; there is only 
abundance when we put our attention and trust and power and money and pour it all out at the 
feet of Jesus. However, the picture is complicated when we remember the poor in this story; what 
do we do about that line? That sits uncomfortably with us. Does Jesus really mean for us to forget 
the poor? 

No, certainly not. Jesus came to be among the poor, the meek, the broken-hearted. Jesus came for 
the sick, not the healthy. We cannot throw out our concerns with how we spend our time, how we 
organize our worship, whether or not we will be safe. We may feel that the pandemic, the risks, 
will always be with us; but we have to find ways to follow Jesus. We have to look to him as a 
source of abundant life; not just to come to him when we feel scarce. 

How can we respond to God’s offer of abundant life? 
For Children: Where do we see Jesus in the lives of others? 


